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• How globally competitive is the Nordic region 
 in the aftermath of the crisis?

• How do Nordic multinationals view the global 
 attractiveness of the Nordic region for R&D 

 activities?



Current Economic Climate 
 Too good, too fast

Source: European Commission DG Economic and Financial Affairs, 2010
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Economic Performance
 Prosperous, but hard hit
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Prosperity is measured by GDP per capita, adjusted for purchasing power parity; level data is for 2009, growth is 
relative to 2008, and growth dynamism is the change of the annual growth rate from  2008 to 2009. Coloring is 
relative to OECD/EU. Source: The Conference Board, 2010
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Economic Performance
 Adjusting, the Nordic Way

GDP per capita
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worked
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Note: Changes 2009 versus 2007
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Global Competitiveness of the Nordics
 High and resilient



Globalization Readiness of the Nordics
 Short‐term pain – or more?
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Issues to Address
 From Analysis to Action

Regional 
 Macroeconomic Policy 

 Framework

Global
 Competitiveness

Global 
 Governance

What to do?
•Market integration the most 
powerful tool at the regional 
level
•…

How to do it?
•Policy learning about different 
approaches across the 
Nordics



Corporate R&D in the Nordics
 Profile

• High R&D intensity driven by industry specialization, not by 
positioning of Nordic companies within their industries 

• Significant concentration of corporate R&D activity (spending, 
patenting) across companies







Corporate R&D in the Nordics
 Profile

• High R&D intensity driven by industry specialization, not by 
positioning of Nordic companies within their industries 

• Significant concentration of corporate R&D activity (spending, 
patenting) across companies

• Modest share of global corporate R&D spending 



Global Corporate R&D Spending (PPP terms)
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Corporate R&D in the Nordics
 Current Role of the Nordics Across Types of R&D 
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Corporate R&D in the Nordics
 Trends

Strong ?

Current Future
• Overall growth of 

R&D activities
• Short-term 

consolidation of R&D 
activities across 
OECD locations

• Short-term stability of 
Nordic attractiveness 
for R&D activities 

• Long-term growth of 
markets, skill supply, 
and competences in 
Asia

• Long-term concerns 
about Nordic 
attractiveness for R&D 
activities 

“Short-term position 
is stable”

“Long-term decline 
is likely”



Corporate R&D in the Nordics
 The Impact of China

Challenge Opportunity



Corporate R&D in the Nordics
 Drivers

Market 
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Corporate R&D in the Nordics
 Action Areas

• Cooperate on the 
attraction of skills 
and companies

• Strengthen linkages 
to science potential 
in neighboring 
regions

• Focus on efforts to 
strengthen skill 
development

• Align portfolio of 
capabilities with 
changing market 
needs

• Align innovation 
policy to shifting 
nature of clusters

• Integrate markets 
and innovation 
policies across the 
Nordics
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